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COLLEGE *DIVINITY

SAC Embraces Postgraduate Courses to Meet Strong Student Demand

St Athanasius College (SAC), a Coptic Orthodox theological college based in
Donvale, has received approval by the University of Divinity to teach three new
postgraduate courses in 2017. Receiving the university's backing to offer
postgraduate coursework consolidates SAC'’s reputation for academic excellence
and is a practical response to the college’s exponential student enrolment growth on
the domestic and international markets. The new courses to be delivered by the SAC
faculty in the 2017 academic year include a Graduate Diploma in Theology; a
Graduate Certificate in Theology and a Graduate Certificate in Divinity.

The Graduate Certificate in Theology consists of three units and allows students to
develop and deepen their knowledge and skills in theological disciplines. It provides
a foundation for further study and a means of engaging Christian thought and
traditions. Meanwhile, the Graduate Diploma provides three further subject choices to
extend student learning opportunities.

It is envisaged that SAC theological studies will also extend to a Master level in due
course. Similarly, the Graduate Certificate in Divinity consists of three units and
enables students to explore areas of interest in divinity and associated disciplines. It
will provide an introduction to theology or philosophy disciplines and associated study
areas. These three new awards may also be studied fully online by students across
the world.

SAC Chancellor and Dean, Bishop Suriel, said he was grateful to the University of
Divinity for supporting SAC’s vision to respond to the rapid growth trajectory of
student enrolments in 2016, through the provision of new postgraduate course and
unit offerings.

“Congratulations to our SAC staff on another great achievement and milestone of
now being able to offer a raft of quality postgraduate theological coursework,” Bishop
Suriel said.

“| am very proud of our SAC faculty who have worked tirelessly with our colleagues at
the University of Divinity to mobilise the transition of the College into a leading
education provider of postgraduate theological coursework, specialising in the Coptic
Orthodoxfaith.”

SAC began operating in 2001 and is one of 11 Colleges which make up the University
of Divinity in Melbourne.

“After these
things He
went out and
saw a tax
collector
named Levi,
sitting at the
tax office. And
He said to
him, “Follow
Me.” So he left
all, rose up,
and followed
Him.”
(Luke 5:27,28)
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Curriculum and Teaching Workshop for 49 (" "

Sunday School Teachers ) (
“...He was known to them in the breaking of bread” (Luke 24:35) 49483 26 (

The department of Coptic Orthodox Religious Education (CORE) invites Sunday 87 1.7 (
School teachers to a Curriculum and Teaching Workshop. In this practical and
interactive workshop you will be introduced to the basic principles for effective
teaching and learning in a Sunday School setting. You will also be given the ' ) (

opportunity to provide valuable input into the content and form of the new
curriculum.

21 44 (" ' ).

When: Saturday 10th September 9:30am-2:00pm. 54243 (

Where: Pope Shenouda III Auditorium, 100 Park Rd Donvale

Lunch and refreshments will be provided for $5 . 44 |

2511 "
Please RSVP at www.copticre.org by Saturday the 3rd of September.

70 places available 101 9¢( . )
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IN THE BEGINNING GOD MADE THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH
ST BASIL THE GREAT

& Jlaa

Tall £ gy 1 S g2

. 378

Continued from the |l ast issueé

To this world at last it was necessary to add a new world, both a school and training place where the souls
of men should be taught and a home for beings destined to be born and to die. Thus was created, of a
nature analogous to that of this world and the animals and plants which live thereon, the succession of time,
for ever pressing on and passing away and never stopping in its course. Is not this the nature of time, where
the past is no more, the future does not exist, and the present escapes before being recognised? And such
also is the nature of the creature which lives in time, - condemned to grow or to perish without rest and
without certain stability. It is therefore fit that the bodies of animals and plants, obliged to follow a sort of
current, and carried away by the motion which leads them to birth or to death, should live in the midst of
surroundings whose nature is in accord with beings’ subject to change. Thus the writer who wisely tells us
of the birth of the Universe does not fail to put these words at the head of the narrative. "In the beginning
God created;" that is to say, in the beginning of time. Therefore, if he makes the world appear in the
beginning, it is not a proof that its birth has preceded that of all other things that were made. He only wishes
to tell us that, after the invisible and intellectual world, the visible world, the world of the senses, began to
exist.

The first movement is called beginning. "To do right is the beginning of the good way." Just actions are truly
the first steps towards a happy life. Again, we call "beginning" the essential and first part from which a thing
proceeds, such as the foundation of a house, the keel of a vessel; it is in this sense that it is said, "The fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom," that is to say that piety is, as it were, the groundwork and foundation
of perfection. Art is also tile beginning of the works of artists, the skill of Bezaleel began the adornment of
the tabernacle. Often even the good which is the final cause is the beginning of actions. Thus the
approbation of God is the beginning of almsgiving, and the end laid up for us in the promises the beginning
of all virtuous efforts.

Such being the different senses of the word beginning, see if we have not all the meanings here. You may
know the epoch when the formation of this world began, it, ascending into the past, you endeavour to
discover the first day. You will thus find what was the first movement of time; then that the creation of the
heavens and of the earth were like the foundation and the groundwork, and afterwards that an intelligent
reason, as the word beginning indicates, presided in the order of visible things. To be co
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Condolences 8 js
Departed in the Lord on Wednesday 10 August Mr Onsi 10
Abdelkaddous (of St Mary Church, Kensigton) father of )
Enas (wife of Dr Magdy Ramzy) and Nevine (wife of Mr ) (
Rafik Abdelkaddous); brother of Mr Farid Abdelkaddous.
Funeral on Monday 15, 11am at Archangel Michael & St 11 15

Anthony Church, Oakleigh. May the Lord repose his soul
in the paradise of joy and comfort his family members.

St Mary Church Annul Festival
St. Mary Church Annual Festival will be held at the
church premises, Kensington on Saturday 27 August
from 9 am - 8 pm and on Sunday 28 August from 9 am - 8 9 27
5 pm (choir will commence at 2 pm). There will be bbq, 5- 9 28
sweets, special kids’ activities and much more. All are 2
welcome to come and celebrate St. Mary’s Feast with the
church.
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THE HOLY VIRGIN SAINT MARY
i’?’ The Thrice Blessed His Holiness Pope Shenouda llI

VConti nued from the |l ast 1issue ¢&
Among her symbols also - "the bush which the prophet Moses saw" (Exodus 3:2): we say in
the song: "The bush which, the prophet Moses saw in the desert, is the symbol of the mother
of Light, blessed be she. She has carried the fire of divinity in her womb, without being touched
by any harm". It was said of the Lord that He is "a consuming fire" (Heb 12:29)
to which the fire which is burning inside the bush, is a symbol, and the bush symbolises The Virgin.
Also a mong her symbols "the ark of the Testimony": This ark was made of acacia wood that cannot be moth -
eaten, and was covered with gold from inside and outside (Ex. 25:10, 22), as a symbol of the purity and the
greatness of The Virgin. It also symbolised the things which were inside the ark that were a symbol of the Christ
our Lord. There was kept "the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the
covenant” (as a symbol of the incarnated Word of God). The Virgin is also compared to the pot of the manna:
because the manna was a symbol of the Christ our Lord, as being the live bread who came down from heaven,
everybody who eats from him lives by Him, that is also the bread of life (John 6: 32,48,49). Since the Lord Christ
is compared to the manna, so it is possible to compare the Virgin to the pot of the manna, who carried this celestial
bread inside her. The Virgin is also compared to the rod of Aaron which germinated: that is: she miraculously
sprouted and carried the buds of life, (Num.17:6 - 8); although a rod has of course no life in it that can produce
blossoms and yield fruit. This symbolises the virginity of The Virgin who could not sprout or produce posterity; but
she gave birth through a miracle. This description is mentioned in the hymn of Sunday. The tabernacle of meeting
(the dome of Moses). The tabernacle of meeting was the place upon which The Lord used to come, and The
Virgin is she upon whom The Lord came. God manifested his love for his people in the two cases. That is what
we say in the book of the hymns (Al Ipsalmodia): "You have been compared, O Virgin Mary, to the tabernacle
which Moses made on the mountain of Sine, where God was inside". The Virgin is compared to the gate in the
East. That which the prophet Ezechiel saw, and of which the Lord said: "This gate shall be shut, it shall not be
opened, and no man shall enter by it, because the Lord God of Israel has entered by it; therefore, it shall be shut"
(Ez. 44:1-2). The prophet saw the glory of the Lord at this gate which is in the East, and the house was filled with
it (Ez. 43: 2,4,5). That symbolises the virginity of the Virgin who was from the countries of the East; and how this
virginity remained sealed. Because she was that gate from the East, she was qualified as: The gate of life, the
gate of deliverance: It was said about our Lady the Virgin in the book of Ezechiel: "As for the prince, because he
is the prince, he may sit in it to eat bread before the Lord; he shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gateway,
and go out the same way" (Ez. 44:3). Since the Lord is the Life, then she is the gate of the Life. The Lord said: "I
am the resurrection and the life" (John 11:25). That is why the Virgin is the gate of the Life, that gate out of which
the Lord came out, granting life to all those who believe in Him .... It is not astonishing that we surname the Virgin
"the gate", because the Church also was surnamed "the gate". Our father Jacob said about Bethel: "How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!" (Gen. 28:17).
She was compared to the "Holiest of all” That in which the chief priest entered once a year, to make atonement
for all the people. The Lord of glory came once inside the Virgin Mary for the redemption of all the world.

The virgin's virtues life of humility: humility was a fundamental condition for her of whom the Lord of Glory will
be born. It was indispensable that He would be born from a humble person, who could bear the glory of the divine
Incarnation from her... the glory of the coming of the Holy Spirit in her.... and the glory of the nativity of the Lord
from her, and the glory of all the generations blessing her, and the humility of Elizabeth in front of her saying to
her: "But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?" (Luke 1:43). Likewise, to
bear the glory of all the apparitions of angels, and the worship of the Mages in front of her Son, and the many
miracles which happened by her son in the land of Egypt, and the light of this Son in her bosom. That is why, "the
fullness of the time" (Gal. 4:4) waited for this human being from whom the Son of God was born. This humility
was manifested in her life, as we shall see: The angel announced to her that she will become the mother of the
Lord, but she said: "Behold the maid-servant of the Lord" (Luke 1:38), that is his slave and his maiden. The
magnificent glory which was given to her, absolutely did not decrease by her humility. But rather it was because
of this humility that the Lord granted her that glory. "For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant" and
made great things for her (Luke 1: 48, 49).

The Early Church Fathers on The Mother of God

St Irenaeus
The Virgin Mary, being obedient to his word, received from an angel the glad tidings that she would
bear God (AgainsHeresies$:19:1 [A.D. 189)]).
St Hippolytus
To all generations they [the prophets] have pictured forth the grandest subjects for contemplation and
for action. Thus, too, they preached of the advent of God in the flesh to the world, his advent by the
spotless and God-bearing (Theotokos) Mary in the way of birth and growth, and the manner of his life
and conversation with men, and his manifestation by baptism, and the new birth that was to be to all
men, and the regeneration by the laver [of baptism] (Discourse on the End of the Ward 217]).
St Gregory the Wonderworker

For Luke, in the inspired Gospel narratives, delivers a testimony not to Joseph only, but also to Mary,
the Mother of God, and gives this account with reference to the very family and house of David. (Four
Homilie$ [A.D. 262]).

St Peter of Alexandria
They came to the church of the most blessed Mother of God, and ever-virgin Mary, which, as we began
to say, he had constructed in the western quarter, in a suburb, for a cemetery of the martyrs (The
Genuine Acts of Peter of Alex@dri30s]).

St Cyril of Jerusalem
The Father bears witness from heaven to his Son. The Holy Spirit bears witness, coming down bodily
in the form of a dove. The archangel Gabriel bears witness, bringing the good tidings to Mary. The
Virgin Mother of God bears witness (Catechetical Lectut@d9 [A.D. 350]).

St Ephraim the Syrian
Though still a virgin she carried a child in her womb, and the handmaid and work of his wisdom became
the Mother of God (Songs of Prai$20 [A.D. 351]).

St Athanasius

The Word begotten of the Father from on high, inexpressibly, inexplicably, incomprehensibly, and
eternally, is he that is born in time here below of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God (The Incarnatio
ofthe Word of GB{A.D. 365]).

St Ambrose of Milan
The first thing which kindles ardour in learning is the greatness of the teacher. What is greater than the
Mother of God? What more glorious than she whom Glory ltself chose? (The Virgirs2[7][A.D. 377]).

St Gregory of Nazianz

If anyone does not agree that holy Mary is Mother of God, he is at odds with the Godhead (Letter to
Cledonius the Prig&t [A.D. 382)).

St Cyril of Alexandria
| have been amazed that some are utterly in doubt as to whether or not the holy Virgin is able to be
called the Mother of God. For if our Lord Jesus Christ is God, how should the holy Virgin who bore him
not be the Mother of God? (Letter to the Monks of Egj#ob. 427]).

St John Cassian

You cannot then help admitting that the grace comes from God. It is God, then, who has given it. But it
has been given by our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, the Lord Jesus Christ is God. But if he is God, as
he certainly is, then she who bore God is the Mother of God (On thencarnation of Christ Aga
Nestoriug:2 [A.D. 429)).




