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Pope Shenouda Ill New Auditorium
St Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College (SAC)
Donvale - Wednesday 3 June 2016
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EPORO RECEIVES THE BLESSING OF SYRIAN ORTHODOX PRELATES

On Wednesday 1st of June, 2016 His Eminence, Metropolitan Mor Clemis Eugene Kaplan of
Western United States and His Grace Bishop Mor Malatius Malki Malki Bishop of Australia
and New Zealand and a group of lay people were received and welcomed by His Grace Bishop
Suriel. His Grace showed the visiting party throughout Eporo Tower and they were both
intrigued and fascinated as His Grace shared his mission for such an iconic building.

They collectively visited the future campus of St. Athanasius college, the Church, retail
space and the finished model apartment.

Upon which the bishops congratulated His Grace on his vision and asked the Lord to bless
such an iconic building and may it be a blessing and haven for future generations of the
congregation and the city of Melbourne.

His grace advised the delegation of the pending date of handover of the site in late December,
2016. We ask for your payers and the Lord to bless this project.

NEW SAC AUDITORIUM AND ACCOMMODATION

St Athanasius College has recently opened the new Pope Shenouda IIl Auditorium.

A team of skilled builders and interior designers have converted the former dining hall at the
Donvale Campus into a multifunctional space.

The original dining hall has received a fresh coat of crisp white paint, and opulent curtains
which match the new charcoal carpet. The hall space now has state of the art AV equipment,
lighting and Wi-Fi access installed to support lectures and other informal gatherings.

The auditorium is an important facility to host large lectures, particularly intensive subjects
such as The School of Alexandria unit led by Fr Dr John Behr in June and July.

However, the space will also be used for diocesan functions and by the St Athanasius Church
parishioners in Donvale.

In addition to this, the top floor rooms at the Donvale Campus have been converted into
student accommodation to house full-time students and visiting students wishing to attend
intensive subjects.

His Grace Bishop Dr Suriel would like to make a special request for donations from
parishioners to support the building works for the College. Any donation, large or small, serve
as a gift to our student learning community and to the diocese. Your act of generosity helps to
cultivate student leadership and a voice of truth in many areas of ministry.

Donations can be made directly to our College account.

Bank account. name: St Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College — Building Fund
BSB: 063159

Acc. No: 10664064

Donations over $2 are tax deductible.
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Best wishes to the Very Reverend

Fr Abraam El-Baramousy
We thank our Lord and Good Saviour Jesus
Christ for the successful hip replacement
surgery that the Very Reverend Fr Abraam El-
Baramousy has recently undergone.
His Grace Bishop Suriel contacted Fr Abrram to
wish him quick recovery. His Grace is glad that
Fr Abraam is fine.
The very Reverend Fr Titus El-Baramousy
came from Perth to stay with Fr Abraam during
his recovery period.
Our best wishes to Fr Abraam and may the Lord
grant him the best of health.

Condolences

Departed in the Lord on Thursday 19 May, in
Egypt, Mrs Rateeba Basilious wife of Mr Lutfi
Aziz; mother of Sanaa Baselyous (wife of Moneer
Baselyous) of St Mina & St Marina Church,
Hallam and grandmother of Marena, Karoline and
Karas Baselyous.

May the Lord repose her soul in the paradise of
joy and give comfort to all the family members.

40t Day Commemoration

The 40t Day Commemoration for the late Mrs
Teresa Kyrellos, wife of Mr Maher Badiee, mother
of Viola (wife of Nagy Rophael) and Salwa (wife
of Hany Ghatas), will be held on Sunday 12 June
at St Mary Church, Kensington during the second
Liturgy (English) 9:00am - 11:30am.

May the Lord repose her soul in the paradise of
joy and give comfort to all the family members.

Annual Commemoration
The First Annual Commemoration for the late Mrs
Souhir Adeeb, wife of Kameel Elia Abdou in
Egypt; mother of Mina and Rimoun Elia Abdou;
and mother in law of Anna Elia will be held on
Sunday 12 June during the first Liturgy from 7- 9
am at St. George Church, St Albans.
May the Lord repose her soul in the Paradise of
Joy and comfort all the family members.
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CHRIST DID NOT PART FROM US IN HIS ASCENSION

The Thrice Blessed His Holiness Pope Shenouda llI

\ The Lord Christ was with the Apostles in the flesh, then He Ascended from them,
but He did not part from them. The Ascension of Christ to heaven, was nota
separation from His Church on earth. It was not a separation from the Church; it was
not relinquishing or forsaking the Church, because He said: “l am with you always,
even to the end of the age.” (Matt. 28:20) And He said also: “For where two or three are gathered
together in My name, | am there in the midst of them.” (Matt. 18:20) Consequently He is with us in
the Church, and in every spiritual meeting. He is with us in the Holy Eucharist in every mass. He
is [Immanuel, which is translated “God with us”. (Matt. 1:23)]

The Apocalypse gives us a moving picture of The Lord Christ walking in the midst of the seven
churches, holding in His right hand seven stars that are the pastors of the churches. (Apoc. 2:1)
He also abides in us, and we in Him (John 17), and He also dwells in our hearts through faith
(Ephesus 3:17). It is just simply that He is with us in an invisible manner. For we have become in
the New Testament in a state of spiritual maturity, in which we live by the word of The Lord:
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29)

We believe in the existence of God with us, without seeing Him, and we believe in the existence
of The Holy Spirit in us, without seeing Him. It is sufficient for us to see His work, and to touch His
Hand in our life. Christ is with The Church on a level which is higher than the level of the senses,
and higher than the level of visible things. we do not see Him in the body but we believe that He is
with us through faith, and “faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen” (Hebrews 11:1)

In the Ascension of Christ, He disappeared from the sight of the Apostles, but He did not disappear
from their souls. That was an evanescence, but not a departure. It was an operation of weaning
for the senses, so that the soul might be nourished through faith, and not remain under the power
of the senses.

Before the maturity of the Apostles, He had permitted them to see and touch, and live depending
on the bodily senses, but after their maturity, and after the coming of The Spirit upon them, they
will have then to see through faith. It is as if He says: “You are no more in need to see me in the
body, you are now in the stage of maturity, and you see me through the spirit. And effectively, in
that maturity the Apostles did not feel at all that Christ had parted from them. Let then this thought
be in our hearts.

The Ascension of the Lord to heaven was an operation of weaning for the Apostles: During the
time of their discipleship to Him when He was in the midst of them through the body, they were
used to depend upon Him in everything without doing anything themselves. It was He who
performed the miracles, and He who replied to those who opposed Him, while the Apostles stood
as spectators; Their discipleship was merely following Him and learning from Him. They
contemplated and learned.

But then after the Ascension, it was time for them to be weaned, and to assume all the spiritual
responsibilities themselves: to make disciples of all the nations, to teach to them to observe all
things that the Lord had commanded them (Matt. 28), to reply to those who oppose them, and to
suffer pain in the work of preaching.

The weaning of the Apostles by Christ, did not at all mean that He relinquished them, but rather it
meant the proclamation of their development and maturity, and their assuming responsibility.
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GRADUATION OF ABRAAM MIKHAIL

Congratulations to former St Athanasius College (SAC) student Abraam Mikhail on graduating
with a Master of Arts in theological studies from St Vladimir's Orthodox Theological Seminary
(SVOTS) in the USA.

Abraam was an outstanding student during his time at SAC, and was granted a two year
scholarship by His Grace Bishop Dr Suriel to pursue postgraduate theology studies in New
York.

The Melbournian has loved living in New York and has enjoyed sharing in the community life
of an orthodox university. He is also grateful for the new friends and associates that he has
made.

Abraam is a great advocate for SAC, participating not only in classes but also generously
supporting promotion of the College, particularly the information videos on SAC TV.

And his passion for academic life will continue when Abraam returns to Australia to participate
as a student in The School of Alexandria winter intensive led by Fr Dr John Behr.

St Athanasius College staff and students are really looking forward to having Abraam join our
faculty in 2017.

The young intellectual will teach in the area of Patristics, which is a foundational area of
theology.

He will share with students the art of reading Patristic texts and how to draw life, meaning and
wisdom from the treasure trove of literature gifted to us by the early church fathers.

Under the Auspices of His Grace
Bishop Suriel the Coptic Hope Charity
has established The Coptic Hope
Charity (Australia) fund. All donations
to this account are Tax Deductible and
will provide financial aid to refugees
from Egypt as well as financial support TR
for families in Australia who may be

experiencing hardship.

Please be advised that this account is separate from
The Coptic Hope Charity and that all donations to
this Fund can only be used to provide financial aid to
cases in Australia.

All donations for the Coptic Hope Charity (Australia)
fund can be made to:

Commonwealth Bank

BSB: 063159

ACCOUNT: 10635378

Reference: your name

Or give donations to your church treasurer and ask
for the Coptic Hope Charity (Australia) tax deductible
receipt.

For all donations to Egypt and overseas countries
these can be made to:

The Coptic Hope Charity

Commonwealth Bank

BSB: 063159

Account Number: 10566165

Reference: Your Name

You can also give these donations to your church
treasurer, who will be able to provide you with a
receipt.

However please be advised that all donations to
this account are currently Not Tax Deductible.
Should you have any queries regarding either fund
please feel free to contact the Coptic Hope Charity
on 0488 844 242

Or for all credit card donations please contact Doris
Elias on 0403288653.

May God bless you for your kind generosity.

Please remember The Coptic Hope Charity in your
Prayers.
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