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St Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College is seeking an energetic,
motivated and committed Registrar and also an Administrative and Marketing
Assistant to join the team.

Registrar
The college is looking to appoint a candidate who brings leadership and expertise

to the delivery of high quality, client-focused, academic and student support
services. The role has a broad range of responsibilities and reports to the Dean of
the college. This is a full-time (38 hours/week), permanent position.

Primary Objectives of the Position:

1. Develop and implement student recruitment and retention strategies that
maximise and maintain enrolments in all areas of the College to contribute
to the ongoing success of the College

2. Promote the College to the wider community and assist prospective
students in their enrolment.

Administrative and Marketing Assistant
The purpose of this role is:
e Support the Registrar in the drive to recruit and maintain student
enrolments
e Assist in the preparation and distribution of marketing materials for
SACOTC
e  Support the college executive team in an administrative capacity
e  Ensure all appropriate documentation is lodged by each student

For further information, please contact the Personal Assistant to the Dean, Mrs
Dorothy Kalageropoulos on 03 8872 8450 during business hours, or email
secretary@melbcopts.org.au

Applications in writing must be received by 30 October 2015:

Mrs Dorothy Kalageropoulos

Personal Assistant to the Dean

St Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological College

PO Box 1153

North Mitcham, VIC 3132
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His Grace Bishop Suriel's visit to Dunedin - New Zealand

Last month, September 2015, His Grace Bishop Suriel visited our Coptic
churches in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Timaru and Dunedin.
In the afternoon of Tuesday 29t September, His Grace arrived to
Dunedin. After a brief rest, His Grace led the Vespers prayer at
Archangel Michael Church and then he gave a sermon on “James 3’
explaining the heavy burden that lies on the shoulder of the teachers,
as they will be judged more strictly.

His Grace also clarified how “the tongue is a small part of the body but
it makes great boasts”.

The sermon stimulated some interesting discussions afterwards with
the congregation. His Grace listened, discussed with open heart and
spoke wisely guided by the Holy Spirit. On Wednesday 30t September
His Grace Bishop Suriel celebrated the Divine Liturgy before leaving
Dunedin to Wellington accompanied by the prayers of the congregation
of the St. Michael Church.

Issue No. 533

“But Simon
answered
and said to
Him,
“Master, we
have toiled
all night and
caught
nothing;
nevertheless
at Your word
I will let
down the
net.”

(Luke 5:5)
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DIOCESE NEWS dad ) JLal

Visit Program of His Grace Bishop Aghathon of Brazil to Melbourne
Wednesday 28/10/15: Arrival 2:30 pm, meeting with His Grace Bishop Suriel at the
Diocese. Evening - visit to youth and Bible Study

Thursday 29/10/15: Morning - Divine Liturgy at St. Mark Church 10 am - 12 pm
Friday 30/10/15: Morning - Liturgy at St Mina & St. Marina Church 10 am - 12 pm
Evening - Youth meeting at St. Mark Church (Combined)

Saturday 31/10/15: Morning - Divine Liturgy at St. George Church 9 am -11 am
Evening - visitations and then travelling at 5:00 pm

Course for New Members of the Church

Under the patronage of His Grace Bishop Suriel, a course, "Introduction to the Coptic Orthodox
Church” for the new members in our Church will be conducted. In this course, you will learn about the
Church history, the Bible, the Divine Liturgy, marriage preparation and much more. The first meeting will

be on Monday 26t October, 7.30 pm at St. Mina and St. Marina Church in Hallam.
For more details please contact Marina Gerges on 0401 680 719.

St Macarius Church Fete
St. Macarius Church Annual Fete will be held on
Saturday 31st October and Sunday 1stNovember at 117
Dalton Road, Thomastown. All are welcome to attend
and enjoy the fete activities.

St Verena & St Bishoy Church Carnival
St. Verena & St Bishoy Church Annual Family Carnival
will be held on Saturday 31st October and Sunday 1st
November at the church premises 583 Orrong Rd,
Armadale. All are welcome to attend and enjoy the fete
activities.

Condolences
Departed in the Lord on Saturday 17t October Mrs
Nabila Mansour of St Mary Church, wife of Mr Adib
Mansour; mother of Dr Hala wife of Dr Murad Alexander
and Dr Elham wife of Dr Samir Yassa. May the Lord
repose her soul in the paradise of joy and give comfort
to all her family members.

Condolences

Departed in the Lord on Wednesday 21st October Mr
Mina Saleh of St. Mark Church, husband of Julie; father
of Noah Mohab; son of Mr Adel & Sawsan Saleh;
brother of Michael, Mark and late Mohab. Funeral
Tuesday 27t October at 10 am. May the Lord repose
his soul in the paradise of joy and give comfort to all his
family members.
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The Thrice Blessed
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Continued from the last issue...
Believe me, I've learned many lessons from
the sparrow! | was sitting before my cell in
the monastery garden once, and there were
a few seeds on the ground which might have been dropped by
one of the farm workers. A sparrow came to feed on the seeds,
and | imagined that it would eat until it had had its fill from this
source of provision. But it took one or two seeds and flew off,
leaving all this goodness behind without minding or regretting
it; and so | learned a lesson from this about frugality and being
satisfied with what one has, and in fact about detachment as
well. Then | remembered what the Lord had said: “... they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns;” (Matt. 6:26). This
sparrow didn't greedily covet or consume its pile of material
blessings, nor did it stand in guard beside it, but rather took
what it needed and flew away, happier to sing in the sky than to
sit beside the stuff on the ground. Moreover, in that there was
another useful lesson for me. The bird sang happily after
leaving everything behind... | said to myself, "This little sparrow
is more of a real monk than | am. It is more detached from the
world, because it does all this naturally of its own accord,
without straining or making an effort, or having to resist inner
feelings. Its nature is to be happy, in spite of the fact that little
traps sometimes await it. Then | recalled the words of the
apostle: “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again | will say, rejoice!”
(Phil. 4:4). The sparrow also taught me a lesson in the life of
trust, because it had left behind its supply of grain and flown off,
trusting absolutely that wherever it went, it would find the food
it needed, without having to worry about anything. And here |
remembered what our Lord said: "...do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things.” (Matt.
6:34) and "... Do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink...” (Matt. 6:26). Then | recalled what He said about the
sparrows:"... for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. “(Matt. 6:26).
Dear Lord, it is a fact that these sparrows are better than many
people, for the way they trust You. Yet You, out of Your great
love for us, and to encourage us weak ones, said something
which makes us feel ashamed of ourselves when we realise
what little faith we have in comparison to the sparrows, which
was: "Are you not of more value than they?” (Matt. 6:26). Thus,
we learn from them the life of faith that of not being worried
about material things, and not being anxious about tomorrow.
You Yourself, o Lord, told us to look at the birds of the sky and
learn. Perhaps you meant that we are more precious than they
from the point of view of being creatures endowed with a mind
and spirit and made in the image and likeness of God, though
the birds are better than us in their reliance on You!

To be continued in the next issue...
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WRITINGS OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

THE APOSTOLIC
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Continued from the last Issue ...

While they are friends of Arius, in vain their moderate words

Now while such is their conduct, how can they claim credit for what they write? Had the opinions they
have put in writing been orthodox, they would have expunged from their list of books the Thalia of Arius,
and have rejected the scions of the heresy, viz. those disciples of Arius, and the partners of his impiety
and his punishment. However, since they do not renounce these, it is manifest to all that their
sentiments are not orthodox, though they write them over ten thousand times. Wherefore it becomes
us to watch, lest some deception be conveyed under the clothing of their phrases, and they lead away
certain from the true faith.

In addition, if they venture to advance the opinions of Arius, when they see themselves proceeding in
a prosperous course, nothing remains for us other than to use great boldness of speech, remembering
the predictions of the Apostle, which he wrote forewarning us of such like heresies, and which it
becomes us to repeat. For we know that, as it is written, "in the latter times some shall depart from the
sound faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils, that turn from the truth;' and, "as
many as will live godly in Christ shall suffer persecution. But evil men and seducers shall wax worse
and worse, deceiving and being deceived.' However, none of these things shall prevail over us, nor
“separate us from the love of Christ,' though the heretics threaten us with death.

For we are Christians, not Arians; would that they too, who have written these things, had not embraced
the doctrines of Arius! Yea, brethren, there is need now of such boldness of speech, for we have not
received ‘the spirit of bondage again to fear,' but God hath called us "to liberty." Moreover, it were
indeed disgraceful to us, most disgraceful, were we, because of Arius or of those who embrace and
advocate his sentiments, to destroy the faith which we have received from our Saviour through His
Apostles. Already very many in these parts, perceiving the craftiness of these writers, are ready even
unto blood to oppose their wiles, especially since they have heard of your firmness. Seeing that the
refutation of the heresy has gone forth from you, and it has been drawn forth from its concealment, like
a serpent from his hole, the Child that Herod sought to destroy is preserved among you, and the Truth
lives in you, and the Faith thrives among you.

To make a stand for the Faith equivalent to martyrdom
Wherefore | exhort you, keeping in your hands the confession, which was framed by the Fathers at
Nicaea, and defending it with great zeal and confidence in the Lord. Be ensamples to the brethren
everywhere, and shew them that a struggle is now before us in support of the Truth against heresy,
and that the wiles of the enemy are various. For the proof of a martyr lies not only in refusing to burn
incense to idols, but to refuse to deny the Faith is also an illustrious testimony of a good conscience.
Not only were those who turned aside unto idols condemned as aliens, but those who betrayed the
Truth. Thus Judas was degraded from the Apostolic office, not because he sacrificed to idols, but
because he proved a traitor; and Hymenaeus and Alexander fell away not by betaking themselves to
the service of idols, but because they ‘made shipwreck concerning the faith.' On the other hand, the
Patriarch Abraham received the crown, not because he suffered death, but because he was faithful
unto God.
In addition, the other Saints, of whom Paul speaks, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and
Samuel, and the rest, were not made perfect by the shedding of their blood, but by faith they were
justified; and to this day they are the objects of our admiration, as being ready even to suffer death for
piety towards the Lord.

To be continued in the next issue ...
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On Eating
St. Clement of Alexandria

Keeping, then, to our aim, and selecting the Scriptures, which bear on the usefulness of
training for life, we must now compendiously describe what the man who is called a
Christian ought to be during the whole of his life.

We must accordingly begin with ourselves, how we ought to regulate ourselves. We have
therefore, preserving a due regard to the symmetry of this work, to say how each of us
ought to conduct himself in respect to his body, or rather how to regulate the body itself.
For whenever anyone, who has been brought away by the Word from external things, and
from attention to the body itself to the mind, acquires a clear view of what happens
according to nature in man.

He will know that he is not to be earnestly occupied about external things, but about what
is proper and peculiar to man-to purge the eye of the soul, and to sanctify his flesh. For
he that is clean rid of those things, which constitute him still dust, what else has he more
serviceable than himself for walking in the way, which leads to the comprehension of God?
Some men, in truth, live that they may eat, as the irrational creatures, "whose life is their
belly, and nothing else."

Nevertheless, the Instructor enjoins us to eat that we may live. For neither is food our
business, nor is pleasure our aim; but both are because of our life here, which the Word
is training up to immortality. Wherefore also, there is discrimination to be employed in
reference to food.

Moreover, it is to be simple, truly plain, suiting precisely simple and artless children-as
ministering to life, not to luxury. And the life to which it conduces consists of two things-
health and strength; to which plainness of fare is most suitable, being conducive both to
digestion and lightness of body, from which come growth, and health, and right strength,
not strength that is wrong or dangerous and wretched, as is that of athletes produced by
compulsory feeding.

We must therefore reject different varieties, which engender various mischiefs, such as a
depraved habit of body and disorders of the stomach, the taste being vitiated by an
unhappy art-that of cookery, and the useless art of making pastry.

For people dare to call by the name of food their dabbling in luxuries, which glides into
mischievous pleasures.

Antiphanes, the Delian physician, said that this variety of viands was the one cause of
disease; there being people who dislike the truth, and through various absurd notions
abjure moderation of diet, and put themselves to a world of trouble to procure dainties
from beyond seas.
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