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faith and also do mission work within the Australian community.
A survey was handed out to the families asking for their response
to how often they want services to be conducted and types of

“for the
g Son of
o Man has
Sty come to
sla 18 seek and
b o< to save
04& :9 Last Saturday 19th of September His Grace Bishop Suriel met with that
D 18 families in a community hall at 47 James Street, Pakenham. WhiCh
A9 La There are approximately 40 Coptic families living in Pakenham.
e The families were very excited about forming a new Church in the was
" .«‘ﬂh area. His Grace gave a talk to the group about the Copts being the | ost ”
sons and daughters of the martyrs whose role is to have strong )

(Luke 19:10)
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e services to include. It was agreed that the first Liturgy will take || .55,
5158 Park R place on Saturday 24th October 2015 at 7:30 AM to 10:00 AM. All 5158 Park R
Donvale - Ve 3111 are welcome to attend this joyful event. The liturgy will take place Donvale - Ve 3111
P. 0. Box 1150, at Pakenham Uniting Church, 47 James Street, Pakenham. P.0. Box 1150,

Mitcham North, VIC 3132

Phone: +61-3-8872 8400
Fax: +61-3-8874 8449

Email: Bishop@MelbCopts.org

The meeting concluded with prayers followed by light
refreshments.
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Discipleship
The Thrice Blessed
His Holiness Pope Shenouda lll
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Archangel Michael & St. Anthony Festival
Archangel Michael and St. Anthony Church Annual
Community Festival will be held on Saturday 10t and
Sunday 11t October from 10am - 4 pm at the church
premises, 136 Drummond St, Oakleigh. The church
welcomes all to join them for family fun, delicious food
and many other activities.

40t Day Memorial
The 40t Day Memorial for the late Mrs Samira
Ibrahim, mother of Soliman husband of Angel, Adel
husband of Mary, and Nabil husband of Dalia of
Australia; Sanna George, and Elaine of Egypt;
Grandmother of Youstina, Youliana, Bola, and Maria
Morcos of Australia; Marian, Abanoub, Marina and
Bishoy of Egypt will be held today Sunday 27t
September at St. George Church, St. Albans during
the prayers of the second Liturgy from 9 - 11 am. May
the Lord repose her name in the Paradise of Joy and
grant comfort to all her family members.

40t Day Memorial

The 40t Day Memorial for the late Mrs Sabah
Shalaby, wife of Mr Peter Shalaby; mother of Theresa
Gaea, Rosemary Kamel, wife of Ramy Kamel, and
Rose Shalaby. Sister of Gamal, Ibrahim, Naguib,
Treza, William, and Magdy Hana Boulis will be held on
Sunday 4t October at St. George Church, St. Albans
during the prayers of the second Liturgy from 9 — 11
am. The family would like to thank His Grace Bishop
Suriel, the reverend fathers and all who came and
offered their condolences. May the Lord repose her
soul in the paradise of joy and grant comfort to all her
family members.

40t Day Memorial

The 40t Day Memorial for the late Mrs Ragaa Nicola
Mattar, wife of Mr Mounir Narouz, mother of Mirette
Narouz, Fady Tadros, Mina Narouz, Maria Shukry,
sister of Nadia Awad of Australia, the late Mary Nicola,
and Aida Nicola of Alexandria, will be held on Sunday
11t October at St. Mary Church during the prayers of
the second liturgy from 9 - 11am. May the Lord repose
her soul in the paradise of joy and grant comfort to all
her family members.
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Continued from the laissueé ,
But that's not all, because even if the process§ !
was attributed to the digestive system alone,
there are still the other systems which are
involved too, like the heart and the brain. We also find the
same cooperation between the temperature of the weather,
the winds, rains and plants.
All work together for the sake of a healthy purpose, which is
to benefit the whole.
One cannot isolate part of Nature to work on its own. We find
the same cooperation in the ant world and the bee kingdom,
but I do not have enough time to talk about the wonderful
way in which these creatures play their different roles.
Should not we learn this lesson from Nature?
5. Along with another lesson, which the Bible tells us: “If one
member suffers, all the members suffer with it” (1Cor. 12:26).
All it takes is for one organ to be in pain, and you find the
whole nervous system intervening. You find the feeling of
pain appears and perhaps alarm signals start ringing to
motivate the person towards healing.
It might be that he develops a raised temperature, an
iregular heartbeat, high blood pressure or headache efc.
that calls out 'There is illness here, heal it!'
If a germ has entered the body, you find the white blood cells in
constant -motion, and the whole immune system preparing to
fightit... beside the brain and other organs coming to its aid. The
apostle went on to say, "... if one member is honoured, all the
members rejoice with it.” (1Cor. 12:26). The face smiles, the
heart is at rest, the nerves are calm, the hands and feet are
ready to serve and express their joy. It is a lesson that Nature
gives us of the feelings shared by one family.
6. Nature's sixth lesson to us is that it acts without being
influenced by what people think about it. The rain descends
at its proper time and performs its task, without being
influenced by the praise of the farmer that his fields have
been watered, or by the grumbling of the person who has
been rained upon, or the hut that has fallen because of the
strength of the downpour or the clothes that have been
soaked.
The rain does not seek false glory, thus neither praise nor
condemnation affect it. It just carries out its duty faithfully. In
the same way, the sun, the heat and cold and the winds
perform their functions without being concerned whether
anyone praises them because he is happy with what they
have done, or objects because he is annoyed. To perform
their duty is all that they are concerned about.

To continue
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WISDOM FROM

THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS

Let Us, Too, Glory in the Cross of the Lord
St Augustine of Hippo

The passion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is the hope of glory and a lesson in patience.
What may not the hearts of believers promise themselves as the gift of God's grace, when for
their sake God's only Son, co-eternal with the Father, was not content only to be born as man
from human stock but even died at the hands of the men he had created?
It is a great thing that we are promised by the Lord; but far greater is what has already been
done for us, and which we now commemorate. Where were the sinners, what were they doing
when Christ died for them? When Christ has already given us the gift of his death, who is to
doubt that he will give the saints the gift of his own life? Why does our human frailty hesitate
to believe that humankind will one day live with God?
Who is Christ if not the Word of God: “in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God™? This power of himself to die for us: he had to take from us our
mortal flesh. This was the way in which, though immortal, he was able to die; the way in which
he chose to give life to mortal men: he would first share with us, and then enable us to share
with him. Of ourselves, we had no power to live, nor did he of himself have the power to die.
Accordingly, he effected a wonderful exchange with us, through mutual sharing: we gave him
the power to die; he will give us the power to live.

The death of the Lord our God should not be a cause of shame for us; rather, it should be our
greatest hope, our greatest glory. In taking upon himself the death that he found in us, he has
most faithfully promised to give us life in him, such as we cannot have of ourselves.

He loved us so much that, sinless himself, he suffered for us sinners the punishment we
deserved for our sins. How then can he fail to give us the reward we deserve for our
righteousness, for he is the source of righteousness? How can he, whose promises are true,
fail to reward the saints when he bore the punishment of sinners, though without sin himself?
Brethren, let us then fearlessly acknowledge, and even openly proclaim that Christ was
crucified for us; let us confess it, not in fear but in joy, not in shame but in glory.

The apostle Paul saw Christ, and extolled his claim to glory. He had many great and inspired
things to say about Christ, but he did not say that he boasted in Christ's wonderful works: in
creating the world, since he was God with the Father, or in ruling the world, though he was
also a man like us. Rather, he said, “let me not boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ”.

As they were looking on, so we too gaze on his wounds as he hangs. We see his blood as he
dies. We see the price offered by the redeemer; touch the scars of his resurrection. He bows
his head, as if to kiss you. His heart is made bare open, as it were, in love to you. His arms
are extended that he may embrace you. His whole body is displayed for your redemption.
Ponder how great these things are. Let all this be rightly weighed in your mind: as he was
once fixed to the cross in every part of his body for you, so he may now be fixed in every part
of your soul.




WRITINGS OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
THE APOSTOLIC
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To the Bishops of Egypt
Continued from the |l ast | ssue &
Arians parallel to the Manicheans.
It appears then that as far as these doctrines are concerned, these wonderful men have now joined
themselves to the Manicheans. For these also confess the existence of a good God, as far as the
mere name goes, but they are unable to point out any of His works either visible or invisible. But
inasmuch as they deny Him who is truly and indeed God, the Maker of heaven and earth, and of
all things invisible, they are mere inventors of fables.
Moreover, this appears to me to be the case with these evil-minded men. They see the works of
the true Word who alone is in the Father, and yet they deny Him, and make to themselves another
Word, whose existence they are unable to prove either by His Works or by the testimony of others.
Unless it be that, they have adopted a fabulous notion of God, that He is a composite being like
man, speaking and then changing His words, and as a man exercising understanding and wisdom;
not perceiving to what absurdities they are reduced by such an opinion. For if God has a
succession of words, they certainly must consider Him as a man.
Moreover, if those words proceed from Him and then vanish away, they are guilty of a greater
impiety, because they resolve into nothing what proceeds from the self-existent God. If they
conceive that God does at all beget, it were surely better and more religious to say that He is the
begetter of One Word, who is the fullness of His Godhead, Whom in Him are hidden the treasures
of all knowledge, and that He is co-existent with His Father. And that all things were made by Him,
rather than to suppose God to be the Father of many words which are nowhere to be found, or to
represent Him who is simple in His nature as compounded of many, and as being subject to human
passions and variable.
Next whereas the Apostle says, "Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God,' these men
reckon Him but as one among many powers; nay, worse than this, they compare Him,
transgressors as they are, with the cankerworm and other irrational creatures which are sent by
Him for the punishment of men. Next, whereas the Lord says, "No one knows the Father, save the
Son;" and again, "Not that any man has seen the Father save Him who is of the Father;' are not
these indeed enemies of God which say that the Father is neither seen nor known of the Son
perfectly? If the Lord says, "As the Father knows Me, even so | know the Father,' and if the Father
knows not the Son partially, are they not mad to say idly that the Son knows the Father only
partially, and not fully?
Next, if the Son has a beginning of existence, and all things likewise have a beginning, let them
say, which is prior to the other. However, indeed, they have nothing to say; neither can they with
all their craft prove such a beginning of the Word.
For He is the true and proper Offspring of the Father, and "in the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.'
For with regard to their assertion, that the Son knows not His own essence, it is superfluous to
reply to it, except only so far as to condemn their madness; for how does not the Word know
Himself, when He imparts to all men the knowledge of His Father and of Himself, and blames

those who know not themselves?
To be continued
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