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Tuesday August 25" - 9 am to 12 noon
Enjoy a guided tour of the school, watch students at work

ST MARY’S COPTIC ORTHODOX COLLEGE
OPEN MORNING

and talk to staff on what St Mary’s can offer your child.
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answered and
said to
them, “Those
who are well
have no need
of a physician,
but those who
are sick. | have
not come to
call the
righteous, but
sinners, to
repentance.”

(Luke 5:31, 32)
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Coptic Hope Charity (Australia)
D Donations can be made to: :
. Coptic Hope Charity (Australia)
CopiIc Commonwealth bank  BSB: 063159
10pe ;

ACCOUNT: 10635378 Reference: your name

Or give to your church treasurer and ask for the Coptic hope charity (Australia) tax deductible
receipt. Should you have any queries please feel free to contact the Coptic Hope Charity on:

0488 844 242 or for all credit card donations please contact Doris Elias on 0403 288 653

St. Timothy Coptic Orthodox Church - Tasmania
As internal and external repairs for the church are much needed, we ask for your prayers and continued
support and may the Lord bless you. Donations can be made to the following Bank Account;

Name: Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Melbourne - Hobart
Commonwealth Bank BSB 063159 Account Number: 10641508

St. Mary Church Annual Festival
St. Mary Church annual festival will be held at the
church premises, Kensington Sunday 23 August, the
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second day of the fete, from 9 am - 5 pm (choir will ~ o 23
commence at 2 pm). There will be also “a bbg, sweets, ) 2 : ( 5
kids' activities and much more” The church welcomes !
all churches to come. Come and celebrate St. Mary’s "
feast together.

St George Church Annual Fete G ke i€ (e

St. George Church annual fete will be held at the church 2 g

premises, St. Albans on Saturday 29" and Sunday 30t . 30
August. The church welcomes all to come and enjoy the

activities of this festival.

~ Condolences o) s
Departed in the Lord on Thursday 6% August , Mr
Edward Beschay son of Mr Anis and Mrs Amal
Beschay; brother of John Beschay and Mary Casse;
father of Shannon Beschay; uncle of George
Pourgouzidis, Karla and Alarna Ayad, Kyrollos and
Marissa Beschay. May the Lord repose his soul in the
paradise of joy and grant comfort to his family.

members. . L
) S 1Y) el yall
The Coptic Radio Program — "h‘“ &I el

The Coptic Radio Program broadcasts spiritual and ' EM 92.3

missionary program on Radio Station: 3 ZZZ - FM 92.3
on Thursdays (English) and Fridays (Arabic) of each
week from 2 - 3pm. The program asks for your support
to fulfil its mission. For more information please call
Alfons Seif - 0419347820 for the Arabic Program, and 0
Mathew Mikhael - 0422529313 for the English program.
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The Virgin Is the Gate of Life

The Thrice Blessed
His Holiness Pope Shenouda lll

In the Holy Bible the Virgin Mary is called | |
‘the gate’. It is written in the Book of
Ezekiel that she is a gate that faces
toward the East, and the Lord God
entered by it and went out the same way (Ez.44: 2).

As the Lord is the Life, then the Virgin is the gate of Life.
The Lord declares that He is the Life when He says: ‘I
am the resurrection and the life” (John.11: 25). Since the
Virgin is the gate through which Christ came, therefore
she is the gate of Life. In the same way, the Virgin Mary
is the gate of Salvation because the Lord is the Saviour;
He came to save the world; to save that which was lost
(Lk.19: 10).

It is not surprising to call the Virgin ‘the gate’ because
the Church was called ‘the gate’ a long time ago. Our
father Jacob said of the holy place which he consecrated
a church and named Bethel, that is, house of God: “How
awesome is this place!

This is none other than the house of God, and this is the
gate of heaven!” (Gen.28: 17).

We do not pray to the Virgin but we address her when
we pray and entreat her to intercede for us. Not only do
we address the Virgin, but we also address the angels,
nature, people, ourselves and even the Devil. This is
based on written texts from the Divine inspiration and is
not considered prayer.

Why should we not address our mother the Virgin in
particular?

Do we pray to all these? Do we pray to angels? Do we
pray to nature, people and devils?

God forbid! We address them in our prayer. This is
acceptable; it is a Biblical teaching and taken from the
spirit of the Psalms which St. Paul the Apostle talked
about, saying: “Whenever you come together, each of
you has a psalm” (1Cor.14: 26), “speaking to one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”
(Eph.5: 19) and “teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs” (Col.3: 16).
As long as we address angels, nature, people, ourselves
and devils in our prayers, according to the teaching of
the Divine Inspiration, then it is not wrong to address our
mother the Virgin whilst we pray and this is not
considered prayer.
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On St. Mary’s Perpetual Virginity

It helps us to understand the terms "firstborn" and "only begotten" when the Evangelist tells that
Mary remained a virgin "until she brought forth her firstborn son" [Matt. 1:25]; for neither did Mary,
who is to be honoured and praised above all others, marry anyone else, nor did she ever become
the mother of anyone else, but even after childbirth she remained always and forever an
immaculate virgin" St.Didymus the Bling

“This gate shall be shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall pass through it. Because the
Lord the God of Israel hath entered in by it” (Ezek 44:2). What means this closed gate in the house
of the Lord, except that Mary is to be ever inviolate? What does it mean that ‘no man shall pass
through it,” save that Joseph shall not know her? And what is this: “The Lord alone enters in and
goes out by it,” except that the Holy Ghost shall impregnate her, and that the Lord of Angels shall
be born of her? And what means this — “It shall be shut for evermore,” but that Mary is a Virgin
before His birth, a Virgin in His birth, and a Virgin after His birth.”
In being born of a virgin who chose to remain a virgin even before she knew who was to be born
of her, Christ wanted to approve virginity rather than to impose it. And he wanted virginity to be of
free choice even in that woman in whom he took upon himself the form of a slave.
It was not the visible sun, but its invisible Creator who consecrated this day for us, when the Virgin
Mother, fertile of womb and integral in her virginity, brought him forth, made visible for us, by whom,
when he was invisible, she too was created. A Virgin conceiving, a Virgin bearing, a Virgin
pregnant, a Virgin bringing forth, a Virgin perpetual. Why do you wonder at this, O man?
St.Augustine

The Word himself, coming into the Blessed Virgin herself, assumed for himself his own temple
from the substance of the Virgin and came forth from her a man in all that could be externally
discerned, while interiorly He was true God. Therefore he kept his Mother a virgin even after her
childbearing. St. Cyril of Alexandrig

Some dare to claim that Mary became fully Joseph's wife after the Saviour's birth. How could she
who was the dwelling-place of the Spirit, who was overshadowed by the divine power, ever become
the wife of a mortal and bear children in pain, according to the ancient curse? It is through Mary,
"blessed among women," that the curses uttered in the beginning have been removed according
to which a child in such torments cannot be called blessed. Just as the Lord entered through all
closed doors, so he came out if an original womb, for this virgin bore him truly and really without
pain. St. Ephrenthe Syrian

“You confess that Mary did not remain a virgin. On the contrary | will go even further and say:
Joseph, following the example of Mary, was a virgin too, so that the virginal son was generated by
a virginal marriage. This means that if a holy man cannot be suspected of extra-marital
relationships, and if he is not written that he had another wife, if ultimately He was for Mary, who
in people’s opinion was considered his wife, more a protector than a spouse, then one can only
conclude that the man they called the father of the Lord, has lived chastely with Mary.”

St. Jerome to Helvidiu
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WRITINGS OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
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For such words do but serve as their cloak.

But when they proceed from those who are hired to advocate the cause of heresy, and since, according
to the divine proverb, "The words of the wicked are to lie in wait," and "The mouth of the wicked pours
out evil things," and "The counsels of the wicked are deceit:' it becomes us to watch and be sober,
brethren, as the Lord has said, lest any deception arise from subtlety of speech and craftiness; lest
anyone come and pretend to say, ‘| preach Christ," and after a little while he be found to be Antichrist.
These indeed are Antichrists, whosoever come to you in the cause of the Arian madness.

For what defect is there among you, that any one need to come to you from without? Or, of what do
the Churches of Egypt and Libya and Alexandria stand so much in need, that these men should make
a purchase of the Episcopate instead of wood and goods, and intrude into Churches which do not
belong to them? Who is not aware, who does not perceive clearly, that they do all this in order to
support their impiety? Wherefore although they should make themselves dumb, or although they should
bind on their garments larger borders than the Pharisees, and pour themselves forth in long speeches,
and practise the tones of their voice, they ought not to be believed; for it is not the mode of speaking,
but the intentions of the heart and a godly conversation that recommend the faithful Christian.

And thus the Sadducees and Herodians, although they have the law in their mouths, were put to rebuke N R
by our Saviour, who said unto them, "Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God:' and (YY:¥y) el da pb el ) gtad) e
all men witnessed the exposure of those who pretended to quote the words of the Law, as being in
their minds heretics and enemies of God. Others indeed they deceived by these professions, but when
our Lord became man they were not able to deceive Him; “for the Word was made Flesh,' who "knows
the thoughts of men that they are vain.' Thus He exposed the carping of the Jews, saying, 'If God were
your Father, ye would love Me, for | proceeded forth from the Father, and am come to you." In like
manner these men seem now to act; for they disguise their real sentiments, and then make use of the
language of Scripture for their writings, which they hold forth as a bait for the ignorant, that they may
inveigle them into their own wickedness.

They ought first to condemn Arius, if they are to be heard.

Consider, whether this be not so. If, when there is no reason for their doing so, they write confessions
of faith, it is a superfluous, and perhaps also a mischievous proceeding, because, when there is no
enquiry, they offer occasion for controversy of words, and unsettle the simple hearts of the brethren,
disseminating among them such notions as have never entered into their minds. And if they are
attempting to write a defence of themselves in regard to the Arian heresy, they ought first to have
removed the seeds of those evils which have sprung up, and to have proscribed those who produced -
them, and then in the room of former statements to set forth others which are sound; or else let them
openly vindicate the opinions of Arius, that they may no longer covertly but openly shew themselves
enemies of Christ, and that all men may fly from them as from the face of a serpent. But now they keep
back those opinions, and for a pretence write on other matters; just as if a surgeon, when summoned
to attend a person wounded and suffering, should upon coming in to him say not a word concerning
his wounds, but proceed to discourse about his sound limbs. Such a one would be chargeable with
utter stupidity, for saying nothing on the matter for which he came, but discoursing on those other points
in which he was not needed.

27 1Q
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