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Visit of the Discussion group at Glen Waverly Uniting Church
The group visited our Diocese on Friday 31st of July 2015 to get a better
understanding of the Coptic Orthodox tradition. They attended the Divine Liturgy
at St. Athanasius Church, and then they were welcomed by His Grace Bishop
Suriel. They also visited Archangel Mlchel Monastery at Donvale.
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Admission of Gergis Ayoub to the Supreme Court
Gergis Ayoub was admitted on 21t of July 2015 as an Australian Lawyer to the
Supreme Court of Australia. We would like to congratulate him on his success and
great achievment. May God bless him. Congratulations also to his family.
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“Jesus said
to her,

“l am the
resurrection
and the life.

He who
believes in
Me, though
he may die,

he shall
live.”

(John 11:25)
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DIOCESE NEWS

YIC - Monthly Youth Fellowship

The meeting for YIC (Youth in Christ) will be tonight, Sunday the 2" of August at St Mark Church
(40-42 Gilbert Rd, Preston) starting at 6:30 pm. The speaker will be Reverend Fr. Daniel Ghabrial
with the topic "Orthodox Faith: Our Hope". There will also be time for Questions & Answers, so
please follow this link to send in your questions! https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/youthganda
Hope to see you all there!

Coptic Hope Charity (Australia)

Donations can be made to: ;
Coptic Hope Charity (Australia)
Commonwealth bank BSB: 063159
ACCOUNT: 10635378 Reference: your name
Or give to your church treasurer and ask for the Coptic hope charity (Australia) tax deductible
receipt. Should you have any queries please feel free to contact the Coptic Hope Charity on:
0488 844 242 or for all credit card donations please contact Doris Elias on 0403 288 653

St Mary Church Annual Festival
St. Mary Church annual festival will be held at
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the church premises, Kensington on Saturday 8 - 10 292
22" August from 10 am - 8 pm (choir wil 5 4 )

commence after Vespers), and Sunday 23r ( 5 . 9
August from 9 am - 5 pm (choir will commence ) 2

at 2 pm). There will be also “a bbq, sweets, kids’

activities and much more” The church welcomes "
all churches to come. Come and celebrate St. )

Mary’s feast together.

St George Church Annual Fete
St. George Church annual fete will be held at the
church premises, St. Albans on Saturday 29t
and Sunday 30 August. The church welcomes 30 29
all to come and enjoy the activities of this festival.
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Condolences
Departed in the Lord on 24" July, Mr Ramzy Attia ¢l =
Mikhail; husband of Emily Awad; father of Dr 24
Sameh Mikhail (husband of Victoria) and Samah
(wife of Victor Morcos); brother of Farouk and )

Adel Attia. May the lord repose his soul in the
paradise of joy and grant comfort to all his family
members.

DISCIPLESHIP

The Thrice Blessed
His Holiness Pope Shenouda lll
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Continued from the last issue ...
So there are examples from which you can
learn not only in the lives of the saints who
have passed over, but there are also living :
examples around you. Perhaps you may find in those with whom
you associate and mix, and in those who live in your generation,
even if you haven't actually had any personal dealing with them,
good examples from which you can pick up or absorb or imitate
their virtues. We see in children an example of those who learn by
imitation. Children have not yet reached a level of intellectual
maturity and understanding which will help them to learn about the
world or comprehend advice, but they live as those around them
live. They absorb life, religion and everything else around them by
unquestioning acceptance, not by teaching. Just as you learn from
people's virtues, you can also learn from their faults. If you see
something that is not right, and notice its awful consequences, and
its repercussions on others, you can learn a lesson from it by
making sure that you avoid that mistake in your own life. Or, like
when the lion said, 'Who taught you wisdom, Mr. Fox?' and the fox
replied: 'l learned it from the head of the wolf as it flew from its
dead body!" And then there is that lovely proverb: 'l learned silence
from the parrot, which means that when we see the
disadvantages of talking too much, we learn a lesson about the
superiority and benefit of keeping quiet, and how people have
more respect for those who do not talk too much.
Lessons to be learned from Death

You learn not only from life, but also from death. It is the old
professor for you, and for many others. Many of the fathers have
learned from death the lessons of being detached, of the
transitoriness of the world and the futility of all desires. The depth
of this feeling has led some of them to monastic life and to
renouncing the world altogether. An example of such people was
the great Anba Antonius. He looked at his father when the latter
lay motionless on his deathbed, and addressed him saying:
‘Where is your strength, your greatness and your wealth? You
have departed from the world against your will. But 1 shall willingly
depart from it, before they can take me away reluctantly'. Thus St.
Antonius resolved to lead a monastic life. And with this feeling in
his heart, he was moved by the verse which he had heard in
church. (Matt. 19:21) And St Anba Paul, the first of the anchorites,
was also affected by death. He had been on his way to the court
to carry out a lawsuit against a relative over a matter of
inheritance, when on the way he had seen a funeral procession.
He was so deeply affected by it, that he left the money and the
lawsuit, and went to the desert to try and save his soul. Then there
is the story of the advice which a brother heard from St Macarius
the Great. St Macarius had said to the young man: 'Go and praise
the dead'. And the young man had gone and said to them: 'o
righteous ones, o faithful saints..." To be continued ...
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http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-013-His-Grace-Bishop-Metaos/003-El-Hekma/Wisdom-in-Spiritual-Life-00-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-013-His-Grace-Bishop-Metaos/003-El-Hekma/Wisdom-in-Spiritual-Life-00-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/20-Makalat/1-AkhbarElYom/CopticPope-Articles-047-Silence-n-Talk.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/20-Makalat/1-AkhbarElYom/CopticPope-Articles-047-Silence-n-Talk.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_046.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_046.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/01-Words-of-Spiritual-Benefit_Pope-Shenouda/161-Kathret-Al-Kalam_Talking-Much.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/01-Words-of-Spiritual-Benefit_Pope-Shenouda/161-Kathret-Al-Kalam_Talking-Much.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/20-Makalat/1-AkhbarElYom/CopticPope-Articles-047-Silence-n-Talk.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/20-Makalat/1-AkhbarElYom/CopticPope-Articles-047-Silence-n-Talk.html
http://st-takla.org/books/pope-sheounda-iii/spiritual/lust.html
http://st-takla.org/books/pope-sheounda-iii/spiritual/lust.html
http://st-takla.org/Saints/Coptic-Orthodox-Saints-Biography/Coptic-Saints-Story_332.html
http://st-takla.org/Saints/Coptic-Orthodox-Saints-Biography/Coptic-Saints-Story_332.html
http://st-takla.org/Saints/Coptic-Orthodox-Saints-Biography/Coptic-Saints-Story_601.html
http://st-takla.org/Saints/Coptic-Orthodox-Saints-Biography/Coptic-Saints-Story_601.html
http://st-takla.org/Saints/Coptic-Orthodox-Saints-Biography/Coptic-Saints-Story_1686.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/youthqanda
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WISDOM FROM
THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS
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Early Church Fathers on Oral tradition

For even creation reveals Him who formed it, and the very work made suggests Him who made it,
and the world manifests Him who ordered it. The Universal [Catholic] Church, moreover, through
the whole world, has received this tradition from the Apostles

True knowledge is the doctrine of the Apostles, and the ancient constitution of the Church
throughout all the world, and the distinctive manifestation of the body of Christ according to the
successions of the bishops, by which they have handed down that Church which exists in every
place, and has come even unto us, being guarded and preserved, without any forging of Scriptures,
by a very complete system of doctrine, and neither addition nor curtailment [in truths which she
believes]; and [it consists in] reading [the Word of God] without falsification, and a lawful and
diligent exposition in harmony with the Scriptures, both without danger and without blasphemy.

St. Irenaeus

While [Ignatius of Antioch] was making the journey through Asia under the strictest military guard,
he strengthened the diocese in each city where he stayed by spoken sermons and exhortations,
and he especially exhorted them above all to be on their guard against the heresies which then for
the first time were prevalent and he urged them to hold fast to the tradition of the Apostles to which
he thought it necessary, for securities sake, to give form by written testimony.

St. Eusebius

Without prefixing Consulate, month, and day, [the Fathers] wrote concerning Easter, "It seemed
good as follows," for it did then seem good that there should be a general compliance; but about
the faith they wrote not, "It seemed good" but, "Thus believes the Catholic Church"; and thereupon
they confessed how they believed, in order to show that their own sentiments were not novel, but
Apostolic; and what they wrote down was no discovery of theirs, but is the same as was taught by
the Apostles.

St. Athanasius

Of the beliefs and practices whether generally accepted or publicly enjoined which are preserved
in the Church some we possess derived from written teaching; others we have received delivered
to us "in mystery" by the tradition of the Apostles; and both of these in relation to true religion have
the same force. And these no one will contradict; - no one, at all events, who is even moderately
versed in the institutions of the Church. For were we to attempt to reject such customs as have no
written authority, on the ground that the importance they possess is small, we should
unintentionally injure the Gospel in these matters.

St. Basil

"So then brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word, or
by epistle of ours" (2 Thessalonians 2:15). Hence it is manifest, that they did not deliver all things
by epistle, but many things also unwritten, and in like manner both the one and the other are worthy
of credit. Therefore let us think the tradition of the Church also worthy of credit. It is a tradition,
seek no farther.

St. John Chrysostom




WRITINGS OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
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THE APOSTOLIC

To the Bishops of Egypt
Continued from the last Issue ...
Attempt of Arians to substitute a Creed for the Nicene.

Accordingly they disturb and disorder everything, and yet not even thus are they satisfied with their
own proceedings. For every year, as if they were going to draw up a contract, they meet together
and pretend to write about the faith, whereby they expose themselves the more to ridicule and
disgrace, because their expositions are rejected, not by others, but by themselves. For had they
had any confidence in their previous statements, they would not have desired to draw up others;
nor again, leaving these last, would they now have set down the one in question, which no doubt
true to their custom they will again alter, after a very short interval, and as soon as they shall find
a pretence for their customary plotting against certain persons.

For when they have a design against any, then it is that they make a great show of writing about
the faith; that, as Pilate washed his hands, so they by writing may destroy those who rightly believe
in Christ, hoping that, as making definitions about the faith, they may appear, as | have repeatedly
said, to be free from the charge of false doctrine. But they will not be able to hide themselves, nor
to escape; for they continually become their own accusers even while they defend themselves.
Justly so, since instead of answering those who bring proof against them, they do but persuade
themselves to believe whatever they wish. And when is an acquittal obtained upon the criminal,
becoming his own judge?

Hence it is that they are always writing, and always altering their own previous statements, and
thus they shew an uncertain faith,' or rather a manifest unbelief and perverseness. And this, it
appears to me, must needs be the case with them; for since, having fallen away from the truth,
and desiring to overthrow that sound confession of faith which was drawn up at Nicaea, they have,
in the language of Scripture, ‘loved to wander, and have not refrained their feet;' therefore, like
Jerusalem of old, they labour and toil in their changes, sometimes writing one thing, and
sometimes another, but only for the sake of gaining time, and that they may continue enemies of
Christ, and deceivers of mankind.

The party of Acacius really, Arians
Who, then, that has any rear regard for truth, will be willing to suffer these men any longer? Who
will not justly reject their writing? who will not denounce their audacity, that being but few in
number, they would have their decisions to prevail over everything, and as desiring the supremacy
of their own meetings, held in corners and suspicious in their circumstances, would forcibly cancel
the decrees of an incorrupt, pure, and Ecumenical Council? Men who have been promoted by
Eusebius and his fellows for advocating this Antichristian heresy, venture to define articles of faith,
and while they ought to be brought to judgment as criminals, like Caiaphas, they take upon
themselves to judge. They compose a Thalia, and would have it received as a standard of faith,
while they are not yet themselves determined what they believe. Who does not know that
Secundus of Pentapolis, who was several times degraded long ago, was received by them for the
sake of the Arian madness; and that George, now of Laodicea, and Leontius the Eunuch, and
before him Stephanus, and Theodorus of Heraclea, were promoted by them?

To be continued in the next issue...
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