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MrMina Andrews presents the SACOTC library with a complete set
of the Popular Patristics Series — Tuesday, 215t July 2015.

W”’"’M

Mr Mlna Andrews an MA student of St Vladimir's Seminary, NY, is
visiting the Diocese of Melboumne from the United States with his wife
Lillian. In a visit to the St. Athanasius Coptic Orthodox Theological
College, they kindly presented the library with a complete set of
the Popular Patristics Series that is published by St Viadimir's
Seminary Press. This series consists of over fity tittes on early
Christian literature, homiletics, poetical works, and spiritual quidance

by agreat patristic fathers such as St.  Athanasius, John
Chrysostom, Basil of Caesarea, Gregory the Great, Gregory of
Nazianzus, and many more. The volumes contain works from the first
to the seventh centuries A.D. and provide a wide exposure to the
major works of the great Church fathers. The SACOTC library is a
key resource for students enrolled in the Diploma in Theology at
SACOTC, and we thank Mina and Lillian for their kind and generous
contribution to our library.

Visit of Rev. lan Smith the Executive Officer of the Victorian Council
of Churches to the Diocese of Melboumne - Thursday, 23 July 2015.

His Grace Bishop Sunel presents Rev. lan Smith with a Contic icon of
St. Mark teachmg at the Catechetical School of Alexandria.

In a visit to the various heads of churches, Rev. lan Smith is received
by His Grace Bishop Suriel. During their meeting, they discussed
various issues regarding, matters that concem the Churches, youth
ministry, and the organising of two ecumenical services; one in
Melboune and one in Sydney. Rev. lan Smith also met with our
iconographer Mr Ashraf Fayek after having visited the iconography
workshop, as well as our Theological College (SACOTC).
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“Then He took
the five loaves
and the two
fish, and
looking up to
heaven, He
blessed and
broke them,
and gave
them to the
disciples
to set before
the multitude.”

(Luke 9:16)
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DIOCESE NEWS

Celebration of St. Marina and
St. Abanoub Feasts

St Mina and St. Marina Church at Hallam celebrates
the feast of St Marina and St. Abanoub according to
the following Revival Program:

Theme: Truth and Faith

Tues 28/7: Vespers 7-9pm (Topic: | am the Truth) -
speaker: Fr. Elijah Fanous

Wed 29/7: Liturgy 9:30am-12pm

Vespers 7-9pm (Topic: Your faith has saved you) -
speaker: Fr. Luke Sorsok

Thurs 30/7: Liturgy 9:30am-12pm (Feast of St
Marina)

Vespers 7-9pm (Topic: We truly believe) - speaker:
Fr. Habib-Girgis Younan

Fri 31/7: Liturgy 9:30am-12pm (Feast of St
Abanoub)

St Mary Church Annual Festival

St Mary Church annual festival will be held at the
church premises, Kensington on Safturday 22nd
August from 10 am — 8 pm (choir will commence
after Vespers) and Sunday 23 August rom9 am- 5
pm (choir will commence at2 pm). The church would
love to see all churches come and celebrate St
Mary’s feast together.

St George Church Annual Fete
St George Church annual fete will be held at the
church premises, St Albans on Saturday 29t and
Sunday 30t August The church welcomes all to
come and enjoy the activities of the festivity.

Condolences
Departed in the Lord on Thursday 16" July, Mr
Robin Brown; father of Daniel; husband of Nadia
(sister of Mary wife of Azmi), Yvonne (wife of Raof
Aziz), Tereza Mikhael, Suzane Nasralla and late
Nabil Nasralla. May the Lord repose his soul in the
paradise of joy and comfort all his family members.

Condolences

Departed in the Lord on Wednesday 22nd July, Mr
Saad Elmasry; husband of Edith (sister of Adib and
Adolf Mansour, and Eva Mikhail; father of Magda

and Jacki. May the Lord repose his soul in the
naradice nf inv and camfnrt all hic familv mamhere
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DISCIPLESHIP

The Thrice Blessed
His Holiness Pope Shenoudallll

Continued from the last issue ...
What St Antonius did reminds me of another
useful piece of teaching. In your discipleship
do nottry to be justlike a carbon copy of one
parficular person. For there isn'ta single human being in whom
all the virtues are to be found. Also, what suits one person's
parficular character, may notsuityours atall. So just take from
everyone those beautiful qualities in him which you admire.
And take as much of those qualities as you feel is right for you
and in whatever way suits your character, your mentality and
situation. This, then, is being a disciple of life, and part of that
is

being a disciple of the lives of the saints. St Paul says about
this: “Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken
the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the
outcome of [their] conduct" (Heb. 13:7).

The Bible presents us with practical examples of every type,
just

as history presents us with other examples of every branch of
virtue, and of every different style of life, so that we can leam
from them. The Lord Jesus Christ reproached the Jews with
the

example of the Queen of the South, when He said to them:
"The queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this
generaton and condemn it, for she came from the ends of the
earth fo hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater
than Solomon [is] here." (Matt. 12:42). She was a surprising
example of one who sought wisdom and knowledge, in other
words, of discipleship. She learned from a man who had been
given wisdom by God Himself, and who was the wisest of his
generation. (1 Kings 3:12). Therefore, tis queen became an
example for us to copy. The Lord told parables and gave
examples to His generaton and o us, fom which we can
learn.

There was, for instance, the humility of the Syro-Phoenician
woman, when she said of herself and her daughter: “yet even
the litle dogs under the table eatfrom the children's crumbs.”
(Mark 7:28). And the Lord also gave us the example of the faith
of the centurion, who said: "Lord, | am not worthy that You
should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my
servantwill be healed." (Matt. 8:8). Then the Lord said to those
who were following Him: "Assuredly, | say to you, | have not
found such great faith, noteven in Israel” (Matt 8:10).

This, then, was how the Lord provided the people with actual
examples from those living around them, and who were good
models for others to learn from. The Lord Jesus also told them
the parable of the widow who gave all that she had out of her
poverly, (Mark 12:44) and that of the woman who poured a jar
of expensive perfume over His head, at the house of Simon the
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http://st-takla.org/Saints/Coptic-Orthodox-Saints-Biography/Coptic-Saints-Story_332.html
http://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/04-Questions-Related-to-Spiritual-Issues__Ro7eyat-3amma/035-Coptic-Discipleship-to-Jesus.html
http://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/04-Questions-Related-to-Spiritual-Issues__Ro7eyat-3amma/035-Coptic-Discipleship-to-Jesus.html
http://st-takla.org/Saints/Coptic-Saint-Hagiography-Kediseen-00-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/02_B/B_257.html
http://st-takla.org/Holy-Bible_.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/24_M/M_137.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/28_E/E_242.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_121.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_121.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/12_S/S_121.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-013-His-Grace-Bishop-Metaos/003-El-Hekma/Wisdom-in-Spiritual-Life-00-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/His-Holiness-Pope-Shenouda-III-Books-Online/04-Ten-Definitions/00-3ashrat-Mafaheem-index-10-Al-Me3refa.html
http://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/04-Questions-Related-to-Spiritual-Issues__Ro7eyat-3amma/035-Coptic-Discipleship-to-Jesus.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-013-His-Grace-Bishop-Metaos/003-El-Hekma/Wisdom-in-Spiritual-Life-00-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/FreeCopticBooks-002-Holy-Arabic-Bible-Dictionary/01_A/A_249.html
http://st-takla.org/FAQ-Questions-VS-Answers/04-Questions-Related-to-Spiritual-Issues__Ro7eyat-3amma/035-Coptic-Discipleship-to-Jesus.html
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WISDOM FROM

THE EARLY CHURCH FATHERS

On the Real Presence

Take note of those who hold heterodox opinions on the Grace of Jesus Christ which has come to us,
and see how contrary their opinions are to the mind of God. . . . They abstain from the Eucharist and
from prayer because they do not confess that the Eucharistis the flesh of our Saviour Jesus Christ,
flesh which suffered for our sins and which that Father, in His goodness, raised up again. They who
deny the gift of God are perishing in their disputes.

St. Ignatius of Antioch

He has declared the cup, a part of creation, to be his Own Blood from which He causes our blood to
flow; and the bread, a part of creation, he has established as His Own Body, from which He gives
increase unto our bodies. When, therefore, the mixed cup [wine and water] and the baked bread
receive the Word of God and become the Eucharist, the Body of Christ, and from these the substance
of our flesh is increased and supported, how can they say that the flesh is not capable of receiving
the gift of God, which is eternal life — flesh which is nourished by the Body and Blood of the Lord and
is in fact a member of Him?

St. Irenaeus

"Eat My Flesh" [Jesus] says, "and drink My Blood." The Lord supplies us with these intimate nufrients,
He delivers over His Flesh and pours out His Blood, and nothing is lacking for the growth of his
children.

St. Clement of Alexandria

The bread and the wine of the Eucharistbefore the holy invocation of the adorable Trinity were simple
bread and wine, but the invocation having been made, the bread becomes the Body of Christ and te
wine the Blood of Christ.
Do not, therefore, regard the bread and wine as simply that, for they are, according to the Master's
declaration, the Body and Blood of Christ Even though the senses suggest to you te other, let faith
make you firm. Do not judge in this matter by taste, butbe fully assured by faith, not doubting thatyou
have been deemed worthy of the Body and Blood of Christ . . [Since you are] fully convinced that the
apparent bread is not bread, even though it is sensible to the taste, but the Body of Christ, and that
the apparent wine is not wine, even though te taste would have itso. . . partake of that bread as
something spiritual, and put a cheerful face on your soul.

St. Cyril of

Jerusalem

| promised you [new Christians], who have now been baptized, a setmon in which | would
explain the sacrament of the Lord's table, which you now look upon and of which you last night
were made participants. You ought to know that you have received what you are going to
receive, and what you ought to receive daily. That bread which you see on the altar having been
sanctified by the word of God is the Body of Christ, T hat chalice, or rather, what is in that chalice,
having been sanctified by the word of God, is the Blood of Christ.

What you see is the bread and the chalice that is what your own eyes report to you. But what
your faith obliges you to accept is that the bread is the Body of Christ and the chalice is the
Blood of Christ. This has been said very briefly, which may perhaps be sufficient for faith, yet




WRITINGS OF SAINT ATHANASIUS
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THE APOSTOLIC

To the Bishops of Egypt

Continued from the last Issue ...
Attempt of Arians to substitute a Creed for the Nicene.

| heard during my sojourn in these parts (and they were true and orthodox brethren that
informed me), that certain professors of Arian opinions had met together, and drawn a
confession of faith to their own liking, and that they intend to send word to you, that you must
either subscribe to what pleases them, or rather to what the devil has inspired them with, or
in case of refusal must suffer banishment.
They are indeed already beginning to molest the Bishops of these parts; and thereby are
plainly manifesting their disposition. For inasmuch as they frame this document only for the
purpose of inflicting banishment or other punishments, what does such conduct prove them
to be, but enemies of the Christians, and friends of the devil and his angels?
And especially since they spread abroad what they like contrary to the mind of that gracious
Prince, our most religious Emperor Constantius, and this they do with great craftiness, and,
as appears to me, chiefly with two ends in view; first, that by obtaining your subscriptions,
they may seem to remove the evil repute that rests upon the name of Arius, and may escape
notice themselves as if not professing his opinions; and again, that by putting forth these
statements they may cast a shade over the Council of Nicaea, and the confession of faith
which was then put forth against the Arian heresy.
But this proceeding does but prove the more plainly their own maliciousness and
heterodoxy. For had they believed aright, they would have been satisfied with the confession
put forth at Nicaea by the whole Ecumenical Council; and had they considered themselves
calumniated and falsely called Arians, they ought not to have been so eager to innovate
upon what was written against Arius, lest what was directed against him might seem to be
aimed at them also. This, however, is not the course they pursue, but they conduct the
struggle in their own behalf, justas if theywere Arius.
Observe how entirely they disregard the truth, and how everything they say and do is for the
sake of the Arian heresy. For in that they dare to question those sound definitions of the
faith, and take upon themselves to produce others contrary to them, what else do they but
accuse the Fathers, and stand up in defence of that heresy which they opposed and
protested against?
And what they now write proceeds not from any regard for the truth, as | said before, but
rather they do it as in mockery and by an artifice, for the purpose of deceiving men; that by
sending about their letters they may engage the ears of the people to listen to these notions,
and so put off the time when they will be brought to trial; and that by concealing their impiety
from observation, they may have room to extend their heresy, which, ‘like a gangrene,' eats
its way everywhere.

To be continued in the next issue ...
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